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Mission District of the Riverland
Jesus in our midst

I’m sure many of you are busy with end of year activities and in the
preparation for Christmas. Father Christmas is here already, wishing us
a Merry Christmas and spreading good cheer to shoppers and children
alike. Somehow, he will be back on Christmas Eve, managing to drop off
presents for all the children and hopefully adults too! There was a film
released some years ago called ‘Arthur Christmas’, which shows how
Santa delivers gifts to every child in the world in 24 hours. Good luck
with that!
Unfortunately, Father Christmas for many people is all they hope for and
believe in at Christmas. For Christians, the real reason for Christmas is
to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The Jews had
been waiting for hundreds of years for the promised Messiah. Jesus Christ then arrived, a little
more than two thousand years ago, born of Mary in a stable in Bethlehem.
The Church is already preparing for this day in the season of Advent, which represents four
Sundays before Christmas. The word ‘Advent’ simply means ‘coming’ – for it is a season of
preparation to celebrate the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ; that is God coming to us in human
flesh. Advent also looks forward to the end, to the last times, to Jesus coming again to judge the
world. So in this season of Advent, we should be waiting and watching in the pre-season rush of
Christmas. We should also be waiting and watching to slow us all down and prepare our hearts for
the real meaning of Christmas. We should be in essence spiritually preparing ourselves for
Christmas by taking time out to worship God at church not only at Christmas, but leading up to this
great event, when God’s only Son, Jesus Christ, was born as a human being.
This Christmas story is about Jesus, a baby born to Mary and Joseph, born in the strangest
circumstances and setting, yet planned by a loving God, and dreamt of by generations of people.
The people in Jesus’ time were dreaming of one who would come to change their world forever.
But to their surprise, their dreams were fulfilled in a strange way, through the birth of a baby in a
manger.
Please take note of the Christmas services in the Riverland and come and celebrate God’s gift to
us. It is the most important gift of all, who is with us every day of our lives, not one just opened and
forgotten or put away. God wants to be in relationship with us all … for God to be by our side, we
only have to accept His invitation, through being ‘born again’ by baptism.
Please also support the Christmas Carol community events, starting on Sunday 2 December at
the Jarrett Memorial Gardens, Renmark at 7.30 pm; Sunday 9 December at Berri by the River at 6
pm (singing starts at 7) and at Waikerie Lutheran Primary School at 6.30 pm; and finally on
Sunday 16 December at the Loxton Rotunda at 7 pm.
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I wish to take this opportunity to thank Deacon Scott Mudd for his ministry in the Riverland over
the past 12 months. Scott and his wife Mel are moving to the South Coast Mission Partnership
taking in Port Elliott and Goolwa. He will continue his formation to priestly ministry there, having
spent time in formation over the past year in the Riverland. We wish Scott and Mel our best wishes
and prayers in their new ministry placement. Moves are already underway to find a replacement
for Scott in the Riverland.
I wish you all a blessed Christmas. I hope it is a time to spend with family and friends, but most
importantly with God and his Son, Jesus Christ, at your nearest church and at the dinner table.
With every blessing, Fr Paul

HOW TO BE A WELCOMING CHURCH
On 24 August, Carole and Peter Hawkins and Deacon Carol Cornwall conducted the course ‘How
to be a Welcoming Church’ for the Riverland. This was the second time that the course has been
run in the Diocese, the first was two years ago in the Ministry District of the Southern Suburbs.
About 20 people attended at Barmera, and the day provided fruitful teaching and discussions on
how we can be more welcoming in our churches. Topics included ‘why welcome?’ and ‘who
should be a part of this ministry?’, and then looking at how welcoming and accessible our church
exteriors and interiors are. We then considered the art of welcoming, watching some videos of
‘good’ and ‘not so good’ welcoming examples. Finally we looked at the joys and realities of
welcoming and how we follow up people in a sensitive manner.
The foundation of welcoming is Jesus’ teaching from John 13:34 - “A new command I give you:
love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another”. If we keep this verse in
mind we will always want to consider new ways of welcoming people into our churches; showing
the love that Jesus freely gave, to all whom we come into contact with.
Finally I want to thank Father Paul, Deacon Scott and the people of the Riverland for making us
feel so welcome and for the hospitality that they provided. It was a pleasure to worship with the
people at Barmera and Waikerie, and to enjoy life in the Riverland for three days.
Carol
Cornwall
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CENTRAL AREA – BERRI, BARMERA, MONASH
St Alban’s, Berri
Youth Hub
With Deacon Scott leaving in December, the Berri Youth Hub, held on the third Friday of each
month from 4.30 pm - 7.00 pm, except school holidays, will be in recess until 15 February 2019.
We were fortunate to receive a $2,000 grant from Berri-Barmera Council, towards the air
conditioning of the Youth Hub. Age specific activities are planned each month followed by a light
dinner, so if you know anyone in school year 6-10 who may like to attend, please encourage them.
Combined Churches Op Shop
Parishioners from Berri-Barmera-Monash churches again worked in the Berri Op Shop during
October, which is a great service to the community, as well as a fund raiser for the church. Our
next month will be April 2019, so if you can help at all please contact Cheryl Davis: 0419 822 739.
Air conditioners
The air conditioners have now been installed in the Church and Hall. This would not have been
possible without the generous bequest of $5,000 from Yvonne Ingerson, a former parishioner. A
blessing and thanks for parishioner donations was held on Saturday 1 December.
Sunday Night Lite
This contemporary service, held on the first Sunday each month at 5.00 pm and followed by a
pooled supper and fellowship, will recommence on 3 February 2019.
Evangelism Workshop
Berri also hosted the second Evangelism Workshop in the Riverland, presented by John Warner,
on Saturday 24 November. Those who attended were inspired by his vision and enthusiasm.
Cheryl Davis

St Edmund’s, Barmera
King St Edmund, Martyr
King St Edmund’s story is of a king that wouldn’t give up his faith in the Saviour Christ and, because
he called to Christ to aid him, the heathens became angry. Then they shot spears at him as if it was a
game until his entire body was covered with their missiles. Ivar the impious pirate saw that the noble
king would not forsake Christ, so he ordered him to be beheaded.

On Sunday 18 November we held our Patronal
Festival - a wonderful celebration with approximately
60 people in attendance. It was wonderful to have
Gordon Sharp’s children, grandchildren and extended
family join us. They had all had a celebration on
Saturday night for Gordon’s 80th birthday.
Father Paul had a special story for the three little girls
that were at church and mysteriously turned into
Captain Paul for a brief moment while he talked to the
girls. Deacon Scott gave a thought- provoking sermon
which gave all of us plenty of food for thought.
After the service, about 25 enjoyed some fun,
fellowship and lots of laughter at Flavours of the
Riverland.
Jenny Siviour
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St Oswald’s, Monash
Sharing Life, Sharing Jesus
What an inspiring speaker was Father John Warner when he held evangelism workshops at
Barmera and Berri, and preached at several churches during November.
Monash Remembers
At our last Central Ministry Group meeting, Father Paul ‘suggested” we should have a Monash
Remembrance Day Service. Well, we had to get our running shoes on as it was only about six
weeks to 11 November.
All the community got behind our little
Anglican church when we held a
special service in Monash Memorial
Hall. The organising group (mostly
non parishioners) met regularly to
ensure the day’s success. Deacon
Scott Mudd did his usual wonderful
poster and The Earth Works
organised the printing. Hundreds were
distributed around the district, while
painted sheets of iron at both ends to
the Monash entrance on the Sturt
Highway advised passing traffic of our
coming service.
Numerous others assisted in so many
ways … Monash Primary School
provided Peace Posters; Max Binding
from Vietnam Vets shared his
knowledge of correct protocol for an
11.00 am wreath laying service;
Monash CFS were an amazing help
with their cadets carrying the three
flags to both our service at 9 am and
the 11 am Remembrance, PLUS the
serving of over 200 egg, bacon and
sausage
breakfasts;
direct
descendants of World War 1 settlers
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said prayers, did readings and set up
displays in the hall; the Lone Gum and
Community Assoc. defrayed all our
costs for the three days hall hire and
also had new bark chips laid in the
garden near the Sir John Monash
Cairn where the wreaths were laid;
Sing Aust. Group allowed us to use
their piano and again thanks to
Dorothy Dunk for her playing of the
hymns; Jack Heinrich (12 year old
from St Margaret’s Mildura) carried
our special St Oswald’s Cross;
Anglican Riverland Grapevine
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Bruce Lieven provided the sound for Last Post and Revielle; Arnotts’ Anzac biscuit tins were
complemented by the ‘Lone Pine’ standing as a symbol on the stage; soldier settler family
histories and artefacts were mounted; a
large $100 note depicting Sir John Monash
was hung at the bottom of the World War 1
Honour Board; Father Paul led a wonderful
Christian Service which he and Deacon
Scott had prepared.
We had set out 60 chairs and it became
evident more would be required and
eventually all the 150 hall chairs were used,
with others standing for the service. Wreaths
for the 11 am ceremony were supplied by
many local organisations, including the
Anglican Church.

Our forefathers would have been so pleased with
‘Monash Remembers’ … thanks to that little seed
that Father Paul had sown at our Ministry Group
meeting.

Warden Gordon Sharp
How privileged we were to celebrate the 80th Birthday of this quiet, reliable St Oswald’s Warden
on Saturday 18 November at the Lyrup Club. Much laughter was heard as family, friends and
Anglicans shared memories together. Congratulations Gordon and may you continue to be our
Lay Reader for many more years.
Joy Stoeckel

December 2018

Anglican Riverland Grapevine

Page 5

ST JAMES’, WAIKERIE
In October the Waikerie
ladies took part in making
an exhibit for the annual
Waikerie Flower Show
held in the Institute on the
19th and 20th.
The theme was ‘Garden
Treasures’ and we had
pots
and
troughs
of
petunias and pansies and
hanging baskets featuring
in our display.

Roses from the rectory
and church garden
were
successful
in
winning prizes in that
section.

The annual Waikerie Hospital
Gala Day was on 2 November and
we set up and manned the plant
stall as we do every year.
Yvonne Bird donated garden items
and utensils wrapped in a flower pot
for the raffle.
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All Souls’ Day service was held on Monday 5
November at 6 in the evening. Deacon Scott led us
in a moving service and we lit candles to
commemorate departed loved ones.

Following the service, we had
some refreshments outside under
the jacaranda tree.

We have been pleased to welcome two new members, Joy and Trevor, to our congregation over
the past months and are pleased that they are interested in being confirmed early next year.
The Rev Dr John Warner preached the sermon at Waikerie on 25 November.
June Taylor

The Waikerie congregation are sad that Deacon Scott and Melissa are moving on. While Scott
has ministered across the whole Mission District, it has been great to have clergy resident again in
the Waikerie Rectory. From his arrival, Scott dedicated himself to preparing Powerpoint
presentation of weekly services via the (then) new TV screen. He also prepared and led special
services such as the recent All Souls’ Day. We knew Scott was present in church when every
candle was alight!
We will also miss Melissa’s friendship and
contribution to St James’, including playing
the organ at worship and joining the Ministry
Group. Scott and Mel hosted a weekly home
group, including providing a meal, in the first
half of the year. Both will be missed in the
community, including the Waikerie Youth
Hub and Melissa’s work in local schools as
Pastoral Care Worker and teacher.
We wish them well in their South Coast
ministry as they continue to follow God’s
plan for their lives.
Mark Taylor

St Peter’s, Morgan
Worship was again held at St Peter’s on the fifth Sunday in September. The next service will be on
Sunday 30 December at 11.30 am with a family Christmas theme.
December 2018
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CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION, LOXTON
When you attend an Anglican Church service it is usual to find the front pews empty … it almost
seems to be a tradition to start filling the back pews first. I must have never been told this as I
have always sat at the front, usually in the very front pew.
Here in that front pew in the Church
of the Resurrection I have been able
to read the brass plaque on the
lectern that was dedicated to the
memory of two local boys. So with the
100 years commemoration of the
cessation of hostilities in the First
World War upon us, I thought I would
look into the history of this plaque.
The Cass Family migrated from
Yorkshire in 1914. James and Annie
Cass came to Pyap West with their
five boys and one girl. The three
eldest Cass boys enlisted when war was declared: Charles Bouchier (known as Bouchier), James
Oliver (known as Oliver) and John. Before Oliver left for the front he and his family had begun to
collect stones, placing them in a patch of scrub to build a house for him and his fiancée Carrie.
The plaque has the date of their deaths just five days apart … I thought I had misread it at first:
- Charles Bouchier Cass 2nd Sept 1918
- James Oliver Cass 7th Sept 1918
Bouchier was a stretcher bearer at the time of his death and died instantly from shrapnel. Three
days later Oliver was hit by machine gun fire whilst advancing with his unit. John, hearing of
Bouchier’s death, was rushing to the casualty clearing station to tell Oliver but by the time he got
there Oliver had died.
John did survive the war and returned to Pyap West in March 1919 to the family farm. The stones
still lie in the scrub …
Many Churches have families that have been part of the building and establishing of their Church.
The Cass family is one of those families. The Stations of The Cross also came from them, which I
was unaware of until today.
‘We know without food we would die. Without fellowship, life is not worth living.’
This is a quote I came across the other day and it made me think about how important fellowship
is. Our lunches continue on the first Sunday of most months. Our last lunch was held in our garden
on Middleton Road, Loxton. Although a small number this time (we clashed with Rose Week
outings), it was a lovely time spent with the garden in bloom around us.
Our next lunch will be in the Parish hall on 2 December, with a Christmas theme, and hopefully a
wonderful success by the time you read this. We would love to see individuals, or even a table full,
from other Churches in the Mission District attending a lunch next year. Watch the Pew Sheet for
dates or call Louise on 0437 278 617 for enquiries and bookings.
Jennie Lory
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ST AUGUSTINE’S, RENMARK
Blue Knot Day was acknowledged at St Augustine’s with this knot
on our high altar. We prayed for adult survivors of childhood abuse,
using the prayer provided by Deacon Margo Holt for the Diocese.

Grant Cocks and Kailah
Blyth were married by Fr
Paul on Friday 9 November.
The happy couple are
photographed
at
the
entrance to our church.

Our stack of hymn books needing
repairs has been slowly growing over the
years since the death of Zeta Brown, who
lovingly kept our hymn books in good
repair over many years.
A group of our parishioners organised
with the Renmark/Paringa Library to
learn how to repair the books correctly.
Marie Pearce, Ellen Traeger and Ruth
Daws can be seen deep in concentration
with Heidi who kindly offered to help us.
On 21 October at our 11.00 am Mass, Elsie Williams, daughter of Nicholas and Kristie Williams
was baptised in our Church – a beautiful, joyous occasion.
On 20 October, St Augustine’s ran a produce stall for the Renmark Rose Festival in the Jarrett
Memorial Gardens. This is always a popular stall, and contributes much to our finances in the
Mission District. A big thank you to our dedicated parishioners who manned the stall.
Ruth Daws conducted our Taize Service on 7 November at 5.00 pm.
Our parishioners were very lucky to have Rev John Warner take our service on 11 November for
P3 (Praise, Prayer and Proclamation). He was in the Riverland to run a workshop ‘Sharing Life –
Sharing Jesus’.
A number of our parishioners attended the AGM of the Schools’ Ministry Group in Renmark on
17 October at which Ellen Traeger, who has been the Chairperson for a number of years, stepped
down from that position. A big thank you to Ellen for her work on this very important committee.
Lianne Pannell will continue as the Treasurer and our two representatives for the coming year are
Judith Taylor and Shirley Sims.
Shirley Sims
December 2018
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‘SHARING LIFE, SHARING JESUS’
This was the theme of workshops delivered in the Riverland during November, by a gifted
evangelist and preacher, Reverend John Warner from Adelaide.
The workshops on Saturday 10 November at Barmera and on Saturday 24 November at Berri
aimed to make us a little more comfortable and confident in sharing our faith with others in a clear
and concise manner. The workshops also gave the participants helpful resources to think about
evangelism and mission in a post Christian, sceptical, multicultural Australia. As well, there were
helpful basic examples given in helping us to get to know Jesus better and the life he offers all of
us with those who are not associated with Christianity.
The Reverend Warner highlighted the importance of John’s Gospel in helping to introduce people
to Jesus Christ. He believed sharing our faith is the most exciting thing to do but we need to keep
it simple in how we present it.
If you missed the workshops, John has promised to come back to the Riverland in the New Year
and present them again; firstly for those who missed the first session and to deliver a second for
those who were present only at the first workshop.
Fr Paul

FINANCES
Hopefully by now you would have all read or heard my presentation that I gave in each of the
churches in October, which outlined the urgent need for action with our finances. If you have not
received a copy please see your church wardens who have spare copies.
January – October Income
January – October Expenses
Shortfall so far this year

$147,867
$191,966
$44,098

To subsidise this shortfall we have withdrawn $48,570 from our Special Purpose Funds and will be
withdrawing a further $10,000 before the end of the year, bringing the total this year to $58,570.
You would have also noticed in the pew sheet over the last couple of weeks some information
about the Integrated Accounting System (IAS) the Diocese manages. We will be adopting this
from 1 January 2019 as I will not be continuing as Treasurer, and no one has come forward to
take over the role.
AS FROM 1 JANUARY 2019 (NOT BEFORE)
THE NEW BANK DETAILS FOR DIRECT DEPOSITS WILL BE:
BSB:
105012
Account Number:
0122896040
Account Name:
Diocese of The Murray - Parishes
When setting up your Direct Deposit please only use the following information in the
‘reference/message’ section:
‘GIVING (followed by your POSTCODE)’ - nothing else please
Eg
‘GIVING 5342’ (for Monash Parishioners)
As we will not see the bank statements, it’s vital that we follow these guidelines as the Diocesan
consultant will not know who John, Bob or Mary is, if we use names. They will especially have no
idea where to allocate the giving if the field is left blank.
Please contact me if you require any assistance at all. Cheryl Davis: 0419 822 739 or 8583 5500
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OUTREACH – ANGLICAN BOARD OF MISSION
This year, the theme for the Anglican Board of Mission’s Advent and Christmas Appeal is ‘Shaping
the Future’, focusing on projects which support education in Kenya, Myanmar and Australia.

ADVENT APPEAL
Nungalinya College and Wontulp-Bi-Buya College
With a combined enrolment of nearly four hundred students,
Nungalinya College in Darwin and Wontulp-Bi-Buya College in Cairns are
making a difference in more than one hundred communities across Australia.
The Colleges offer Certificate and Diploma courses in Theology and Ministry, Indigenous Mental
Health (Suicide Prevention), Addiction Management and Community Development, Media and
Discipleship, and Music.
Your gift will help Nungalinya College and Wontulp-Bi-Buya College to train students who will help
to shape the future of our church and our country (tax-deductible).
Healthy Environment for School Children in Eastern Kenya
In semi-arid Eastern Kenya, young children are especially
impacted by the increasing unpredictability of biannual rains,
reducing the amount and variety of food available to them, and
leading to poor nutrition. Many rely on food aid from the Kenyan
government.
But training local farmers and school children to plant thousands of trees, to be innovative in
harvesting scarce water, and to increase their understanding of how to mitigate the effects of
climate change, has had very positive results.
This Advent, we ask you to help Kenyan school children to care for the health of their environment,
and themselves (tax-deductible).

CHRISTMAS GIFT APPEAL
Language & Training Centre at St Peter's Bible School
In the Diocese of Taungoo, the Church of the Province of Myanmar is
committing to the education program outlined in its strategic plan. 170 miles from Yangon, there
are many young people and children from low income families desperate to access English
language and computer courses, and music training for better opportunities.
Funding for this project will allow St Peter’s Bible School to establish an English Language Centre,
to offer such training for young people, irrespective of their religious background.
Help young people in Myanmar to realise their future dreams through this project (non taxdeductible).
HOW TO DONATE
Via Church
Complete details on a donation envelope, insert cash or cheque, and place in the collection bowl.
Online:
https://www.abmission.org/pages/donate-online-to-the-2018-advent-and-christmas-appeal.html
Mail: enclose a cheque/money order made out to the Anglican Board of Mission - Australia.
Please include the campaign name ‘2018 Advent and Christmas Appeal’ and the specific project
with your donation and send it to:
Anglican Board of Mission – Australia
Locked Bag Q4005
Queen Victoria Building NSW 1230
December 2018
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2018
Sunday 23 December

7.30 am St Oswald’s, Monash
9 am St Edmund’s, Barmera
9 am St Augustine’s, Renmark
9 am The Resurrection, Loxton
11 am St James’, Waikerie

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion

Christmas Eve – Monday 24 December
St James, Waikerie
6 pm

Holy Communion
with Blessing of the Crib

St Augustine of Hippo, Renmark
7 pm

Christmas Family Service with Blessing of the Crib

Church of the Resurrection, Loxton
9 pm

Vigil Mass with Carols

St Edmund’s, Barmera
11 pm

Carol singing leading to 11.30 pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day – Tuesday 25 December
St Augustine of Hippo, Renmark
9 am

Holy Communion with Carols

St Alban’s, Berri
9 am

Family Church – children bring your favourite present

Sunday after Christmas – Sunday 30 December
9 am St Alban’s, Berri
11.30 am St Peter’s, Morgan
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Holy Communion
Family Service with Holy Communion
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