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Mission District of the Riverland
Jesus calls us to follow

GRACE AND TRUTH IN UNCERTAIN TIMES
This was the theme of the conference that I, along with my wife Helen and our Mission District
Secretary, Mark Taylor, attended in Melbourne in September. The ‘Anglican Future Conference’,
held in a central city church, addressed the future direction and opportunities for the Anglican
Church in Australia. Almost every Diocese was represented at the conference including our
Bishop, John Ford, and from Adelaide and Willochra in South Australia.

The conference particularly sought ways of equipping ourselves better for mission in the world,
to study the scriptures and to examine the culture and how better to engage in it. One of the
keynote speakers was the former NSW Premier, Mike Baird, who provided an insight into being a
Christian as a former MP. He spoke of how he and the NSW Police Commissioner, Andrew
Scipione, prayed together before facing the media after the siege at the Lindt Café in Martin Place.
They prayed for unity in the city, which he said became very apparent with the outpouring of grief
by many people and from the Muslim community.
One of the striking aspects for me at the conference was the emphasis on Bible Studies. During
the three days of the conference, there were three key note bible studies looking at ways we as a
community contend with the challenges of bringing God’s message of hope to others in an
increasingly secular society. These one hour bible studies at the beginning of each day looked at
just one bible passage each and reflected on the challenges at the time and how they translated to
what we are facing today.
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One of them was in 2 Chronicles 20. 1-12, where King Jehoshaphat, the Godly leader of Judah,
was informed of a large army that was going to invade Judah. The King was afraid; he prayed to
the Lord and declared a nationwide fast. They did and pleaded to God, knowing that this great
army was about to overtake them. God answered their prayers and the army was destroyed and of
course they were saved. In the midst of challenge and uncertainty in this modern world, we were
encouraged to do the same, to pray to God for intervention. We were reminded that we live in a
world which has become very individualistic and materialistic, where we tend to take control of the
situation and don’t ask God for help and to be our guide. We should instead live as God’s chosen
people, to recognise that God is sovereign and that through his Son, Jesus Christ who took the
horror of the cross, he is alive, victorious and the reigning King over creation.
In October, we are being encouraged to put this into practice by praying and even fasting like we
do in the season of Lent and to ask God to guide us. An evangelist who has successfully planted a
church in Adelaide says that every time a revival has occurred, people have been praying and
reciting the psalms. It has therefore been suggested that we give time for prayer daily, in any way
we can. Prayer cards are being distributed for us to help undertake this task. Please ask me for
one if you don’t have one. You may wish to also join me at Renmark or Deacon Scott at Waikerie
in saying Morning Prayer and or Evening Prayer together and of course our Sunday services in
our churches.
Prayer was identified as being paramount in reviving churches at a workshop I attended at the
Anglican Future Conference. It was in fact regarded as the biggest factor in a case study in
reviving a church in the Diocese of Tasmania. The power of prayer was followed by good
preaching, loving the people, and for church leaders in being emotionally intelligent in leadership.
This month of prayer in October will be followed by several workshops in the Riverland by the
Reverend John Warner. The Reverend Warner, an evangelist, has had success in planting a
church in Adelaide and was the keynote speaker at Synod this year and at the most recent clergy
residential. Through Bishop John, he has now agreed to help
the Diocese. This opportunity will occur on the second and
fourth weekends in November in the Riverland. The first of the
evangelism workshops will be at the Anglican Church Hall at
Barmera at 2 pm on Saturday 10 November. The second of
two will be delivered on Saturday 24 November at 2 pm at
the Church Hall at Berri. He will present a repeat of the
second evangelism workshop at Waikerie following the 11 am
service on Sunday 25 November. The workshops will be an
opportunity for us to be better equipped to help us share our
story about Jesus with others. Please mark these dates in
your diary. (See the centrespread for more details.) He will
also preach at Renmark on Sunday 11 November and at
Barmera and Waikerie on Sunday 25 November.
With every blessing, Fr Paul
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ST JAMES’, WAIKERIE
The Waikerie Combined Guilds Luncheon was held on 6 June in St James’ Hall with about
thirty ladies enjoying lunch together. Melissa Mudd was our guest speaker and talked about her
life and how she came to be a pastoral care worker at Waikerie Primary and a part-time teacher at
Rivergum College.
We celebrated St James’ Day on 22 July with guest
preacher Deacon Jesse Poole speaking on the theme ‘from
little things, big things grow’. We were very lucky to have
David McAvenna playing the music for the service on his
guitar and leading the singing. He also played two of his own
compositions. Deacon Scott organised the service and
trained Zachery Taylor to help with serving for the first time.
We welcomed visitors from Loxton, Barmera and Renmark
to our service and had lunch at the Waikerie Hotel
afterwards.

Our oldest parishioner, Mrs Elva Hall,
celebrated her 100th Birthday on 18 August with
family and friends at an afternoon tea at Pioneer
Haven nursing home.

St Peter’s, Morgan
St Peter’s Day was celebrated on 24 June, when Deacon Scott gave the sermon and the service
was followed by lunch in the hall.
There were also services on 29 July and 30 September, as services have reverted to the fifth
Sunday in the month. Thank you to Dorothy Dunk for playing the organ at these services.
June Taylor

October 2018

Anglican Riverland Grapevine

Page 3

ST AUGUSTINE’S, RENMARK
A wonderful Thanksgiving Service was held on 17 June with approximately 28 parishioners in
attendance. This was followed by lunch in the back of our church with the catering organised by
Ruth Daws and Glacie Lockyer. A big thank you to Ruth and Glacie.

Two large thanksgiving banners were on
display.

Our Church on Mothers’ Day:

Another highlight was Fr Paul’s nephew, Tim Heath and
his wife Eleanore, renewed their wedding vows on the
10th anniversary of their wedding during the Sunday
church service on 29 July.
Three of our parishioners attended the Welcome
Course on 25 August in the Barmera Hall which was a
very informative day with many ideas and suggestions
made, particularly on how welcoming the church looks on
the outside (garden, signs, easy entry to church), as well
of course our interactions with new parishioners and
follow up.
‘World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation’ was held at St Augustines on 1 September.
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Saturday 2 September was a very special day for Georgina Patros and Dylan Shaw who were
married by Fr Paul. The Church was adorned with beautiful spring blossoms provided and
arranged by Bev Gartery and pews decorated by Mary Kent and Lianne Pannell. A lovely
occasion.
Our Patronal Festival was celebrated
on 19 August with Fr Paul, Deacon
Scott, Pastoral Assistant Bronnie
Casement and two altar boys, Josh
Crook and Oliver Sims.
It was a grand occasion with David
Rosenthal
with
his
guitar,
complementing the organ music
played by Anne-Marie Wasley. A
wonderful service followed by a shared
lunch held in the Church. St Augustine
of Hippo would be proud!
Three parishioners attended the Renmark High School Chaplaincy Group on 5 September to
support the very important work of our Pastoral Care Workers at Renmark High School, Renmark
Primary and Renmark North Primary Schools. This group has representatives from the Anglican
Church and Uniting and Lutheran Church in Renmark and Paringa. The Annual General Meeting
will be held on 17 October where a new Chairperson will need to be appointed as Ellen Traeger
will be stepping down after many years of dedication at the helm.
Our two Bible Studies groups meet on Wednesdays at 10:45 am and 6:00 pm and Ruth Daws’
Taize service of singing and meditation is held regularly.
Our parishioners continue to enjoy lunch after the 11:00 am service on the third Sunday of the
month. Last month’s lunch was at a new venue - The Mallee Estate. Our parishioners have voted
enthusiastically to lunch there again. All are welcome for a great time of fellowship.
Shirley Sims
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Workshop 1
Saturday 10 November

2 pm

St Edmund’s Barmera

2 pm

St Alban’s Berri

Workshop 2
Saturday 24 November
or
Sunday 25 November
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CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION, LOXTON
Our Loxton fundraising lunches are being well attended. We had ex Policeman, Graham
Cooper, as a speaker at one of the lunches – an interesting man who recently retired. Anecdotes
of his time over the last 30 years as a policeman were funny and interesting. The feedback from
this event was excellent.
A few members from Loxton attended two workshops in Barmera. One was on Child Safety and
the other was a Welcoming Workshop. Both were very interesting.
We have a lovely new member of our congregation who has joined us and jumped in with both
feet … nominating for the Ministry Group, assisting with cooking at lunches and being very
involved, along with her son. We welcome Amy and Ethan and look forward to spending more time
with them!
Finally, our stormwater drains have been fixed by Loxton Plumbing! Hopefully this is the end of
the endless cracks in our hall. We discovered our stormwater was pooling under one of the
support walls, eating away at the foundations. Thanks to Rob Lehmann for his persistence and in
arranging to have the same repaired!
Daphne Dack
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CENTRAL AREA – BERRI, BARMERA, MONASH
St Edmund’s, Barmera
Welcoming
On Saturday 28 August we had a very successful ‘Welcoming Workshop’ in the church hall. This
course was coordinated by Peter and Carole Hawkins and Deacon Carol Cornwall.
Those of you who know Carole and Peter will remember they were previously ambulance officers
in the Riverland. They are still helping the community in their current role.
Deacon Carol Cornwall was our guest preacher at our service on Sunday and gave a wonderful
sermon and was very much appreciated by our parishioners at Barmera. Her husband John also
attended the service.

Child Safe Environments – reporting child abuse and neglect in South Australia
On Saturday 28 July we had Child Safe Environments training at the church hall conducted by
Linda Vinall the Diocese Trainer. Linda is a very accomplished trainer and I am sure everybody
appreciated the wealth of knowledge that she provides for this course.
The Child Safe Environments Course was introduced across the Diocese last year as one of the
recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.

Safe Ministry Refresher course
On Sunday 29 July a three hour refresher course was available for those who have previously
attended a full Safe Ministry course.
Jenny Siviour
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Youth and Families Ministry - Berri
In the past few months we have started a few new youth and families ministries, as part of our
missional outreach and utilising the previous ministry experience of Deacon Scott. These
ministries are #SundayNightLite and the Berri Youth Hub.
The Youth Hub is a space for young people in school years 6-12 to be themselves, respected and
valued in a safe and relaxed environment. We operate from 4:30 to 8 pm on the third Friday night
of each month during school term. We aim to ensure that we have a space for some real world
skills to be taught, with the plan to get the kids to cook their own meals, and a focus of course on
easy and healthy meals. We are grateful for the donation of a Table Tennis Table and a TV, as
well as some bean bags and comfy chairs, which help to make the space a more friendly
environment. We have also been blessed by the support of our community at large, particularly
Berri Barmera Council, who recently gave us a grant of $2000 toward the Youth Hub’s operations.
We have relationships as well with SAPOL and other community groups, and the response has
been overwhelming to us.
We are grateful that alongside Deacon Scott,
Melissa Mudd and Ada Wallage have agreed to
assist as leaders of the Hub. Melissa and Ada
provide great opportunities with community
connection, being Pastoral Care Workers in Waikerie
and Blanchetown, but both also have connections to
the central district of the Riverland, with Melissa
working for Rivergum Christian College and Ada as
a young person of that district.
Next month (19 October) we have a scavenger hunt.
There is also a deliberate space set aside during the
meal for a reflection based around the theme for the
evening, giving these young people not only a sense
that someone in the community cares about them,
but also that they are loved by God as well.
Mayor Peter Hunt with Fr Paul and Deacon Scott
celebrate the Berri Youth Hub opening

The Hub is designed to connect in with our other new ministry #SundayNightLite, which is held at
St Alban’s Church on the first Sunday of each month from 5 pm. This is a contemporary worship
community with a difference: we have a central theme each month and our worship contains a
very strong biblical focus, as well as age specific teaching, and concludes with a shared family
meal. These services were initially trialled at St James’, Waikerie, but it has since been decided to
focus our energies on the Berri community and developing connections between the Youth Hub
and #SundayNightLite. In October we explore the theme ‘Following Jesus: How?’
The worship is relaxed with very little to suggest it as a typical Riverland Anglican service … no
robes, no fancy liturgy and no series of hymns from an organ or piano. Instead at
#SundayNightLite we like to think of it as uncluttered, with a very simple liturgy, contemporary
twists on some classic hymns, and even the church is set up differently!
Please pray for these ministries as they continue to develop, and for Deacon Scott as the primary
leader and driver of these new ministries for the Riverland. Numbers are small, but as Jesus said:
“when two or more are gathered in my name, there shall I be also.”
#SundayNightLite is held on the first Sunday night of every month at 5 pm at St Alban’s, Berri.
Berri Youth Hub is open on the third Friday of each month during school terms: 4:30 - 8 pm.
Both have a Facebook page which is easily found by searching for the names.
October 2018
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St Oswald’s, Monash
Mammoth Monash Market
Each year in May there is the usual discussion of ‘will we have
enough helpers and who is on holidays?’ Well, this year was no exception, but we decided that we
would again have our stall and we were thrilled with the result of over $1100 raised.
Bible Study After the Lenten Studies, Cheryl decided to continue hosting the Bible Studies and
these have been held at her home on Tuesdays at 1 pm, but no-one else has offered when she
has been away!
St Oswald’s Day was well attended on 12 August. Dorothy Dunk was our organist and Father
Paul choose hymns that we all knew. One parishioner commented: “I had goose bumps with the
singing.” After Father Paul’s service we all enjoyed morning tea in the church yard.
Creationtide Sunday Deacon Scott conducted this new service for us and we really enjoyed his
efforts as he also travelled to Monash for the 7:30 am service! Quoting from the worship booklet:
‘Creationtide draws on much deeper roots in Scripture and in the older Christian traditions of the
relationship between God, humanity and the created order.’
Remembrance Day will be celebrated on Sunday 11 November with a 9 am service, followed by
brunch in the Memorial Hall and the laying of wreaths followed by a minute’s silence at 11 am.
This year marks the 100th anniversary of the end of WW1 in which General Sir John Monash
played such a significant role in this part of our history. Please put the word around as we would
like this to be a Service to remember.
Joy Stoeckel

FUNDRAISER – Riverland Field Days

During the Field Days 2018 we held a fundraiser selling water and soft drinks. It’s a fabulous
outreach and also a chance to have a good natter by the people manning the stand! The weather
was perfect and although final figures are not in, it was a very successful couple of days.
Volunteers from churches across the Mission District contributed and I would like to thank all who
helped out in any way, shape or form.
Louise Burgess
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MISSION DISTRICT FINANCES
Our financial position continues to be a challenge each month, but we remain positive that a
solution will be found with prayer and generosity. A huge thank you to all those who Fund Raise in
their area, and to those who support their efforts … without them our situation would be much
worse.
Our Income January- August
Our Expenses January – August
Loss

$105,867
$137,276
$31,409

Since January we have withdrawn $29,500 from our Riverland Special Purpose Fund, which now
only has a balance of $18,354.71.
Cheryl Davis, Mission District Treasurer

DIOCESE NEWS – Vicar General and Bishop
In the face of on-going sickness of Father Peter Carlsson, the Right Reverend Lindsay Urwin has
been appointed as Vicar General. He has been a Bishop in England and returned to Australia as
Vicar of Christ Church Brunswick, in Melbourne. He will perform the Vicar General role from
Melbourne, and through visiting our Diocese.
This December marks five years of Bishop John Ford in the Diocese of The Murray and he
recently announced his decision to retire on or before 31 May 2019.
An Election Committee for the apointment of a Bishop will now meet. This includes twelve persons
already elected by Synod: the Vicar General and five other clergy, and the Chancellor and five
other laity. This includes Fr Paul and Ruth Daws from the Riverland.
The Vicar General has stated: ‘While it is its responsibility to listen carefully outside of itself, the
election committee is not a group of representative. They, and they alone are charged with coming
to a mind, and as much as possible, a unanimous mind about the person whom God may be
calling to lead the diocese for the next chapter of its life.’
The following prayer is recommended for public worship and your personal use:
Raise up O Lord we pray a wise pastor,
even a pastor after your own heart,
who will serve and strengthen our diocese with love,
courage and perseverance.
We bless you for the signs of your faithfulness to us,
and pray with a good hope that you will guide those
charged with the task of discerning your will,
that one may come among us who will lead our
diocese with the graces of a disciple who truly walks
in the footsteps of your apostles.
We ask our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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OUTREACH – The Riverland Community Kitchen
The Riverland Community Kitchen, which is open every Friday from 12:00 – 1:15 pm at the Uniting
Church Hall Berri, has been running now for 18 months and continues to expand. We started with
about 15-20 guests each week with 10 volunteers, and now have about 45 guests, with 12
volunteers.
The three course meal (soup is not served during summer) is provided free of charge to the
guests, although any donations are welcome. We are well supported by Foodbank, who provide
fruit and vegetables, in season, as well as bread, free of charge. The Loxton Bakery supplies
yeast products and bread rolls once a month. We also have vegetables and fruit donated by some
of our locals.
The volunteers are from all of the Berri-Barmera churches, with some helping with food
preparation, some serving, some welcoming the guests and hosting the luncheon, and some to
help with the dishes and cleaning up. We also have a very loyal male volunteer who comes in
each week to help set up the tables, tea and coffee station, cold drinks etc, as well as getting
morning tea for the other volunteers. The hosts can be seen mingling and chatting with the guests,
and are either regular church members or ministers in their own churches. A Police check is
required for this duty.
The volunteers start at 9:00 am and the clean-up is usually finished by 2:00 pm. We have a team
leader in the kitchen each week who is responsible for the menu, purchasing the food for the meal,
organising the service and
generally making sure
everything runs smoothly.
We do occasionally have
requests for take-away
meals and we do try to
provide this if we have
sufficient food, or from the
freezer.
We currently have two of
our church members who
are on the roster as Team
Leaders: Jenny Marschall
from Barmera and myself.
More volunteers are urgently needed as our client numbers increase. So if you can spare a
couple of hours on a Friday please let me know: 0419 822 739.
Food preparation
Serving the meal
Dishes and clean-up

9:00 am – 11:30 am
11:45 am – 1:30 pm
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm

We are always looking for donations of non perishable food which can be added to casseroles
or soups, tins of fruit for dessert, tea, coffee, cordial, serviettes and cash donations. We also
have toiletry packs available, so any men’s or lady’s toiletry items would be welcome.
This is a great outreach mission within our community, so please consider joining us … we
do have lots of fun.
Cheryl Davis
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