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Pastoral care in the Riverland

| remember well while living in Wollongong the pastoral
care | received from the Bishop of Wollongong, Reg Piper.
| had known Bishop Piper when he was the Senior Minister
at Holy Trinity, Adelaide. When we arrived in Wollongong
in 1995, being appointed the News Editor of ABC lllawarra,
| asked Bishop Reg to a welcome function for me being put
on by the ABC. This renewed my friendship with Bishop
Reg which only continued more so over the next 15 years
in Wollongong and still continues to this day, where we
regularly keep in touch, even if it is only by email. He
regularly prays for me and he is amazed at the demands |
maintain in my ministry to this day. As part of our
friendship, | was delighted when he was there for me when
| was ordained a priest in the Diocese of The Murray at
Christ Church, O 6 H a In Hilh, m 2010.

This is all p a rpastooaf cared .t elrtm aameé
from the Latin 6 gstoremdmeaning shepherd. As we know,
Jesus was the good shepherd to the people he ministered
to and is still to us in our daily lives. In the early history of
the church, Christian leaders took on the role and identity of the shepherd, caring for the members
of their congregations as a shepherd tends

towards another. Augustine of Hippo in the fourth century reminded his pastors of their many
roles, with one of the primary concerns helping Christians live a moral and upright Christian life.

Perhaps one of the most significant changes in the perspectives of pastoral care came at the
beginning of the 20th century, when the influence of psychology and other human sciences gained
greater cultural traction and in pastoral practices in particular. Whilst some see this trend as
negative and as a sign of secularisation, others see it as an effective response to people in need.

This has not lessened our role as Christians in pastoral care. While the most familiar form of
pastoral care, the person to person conversation, remains central to pastoral care, it can also
occur in the midst of congregational activities, like at morning teas or lunches after the services
and at meetings. It also occurs in worship, in liturgy, in confession and absolution, in prayer, in the
greeting of peace and in sharing a Eucharistic meal together, before being sent out into the world
to live and work to the praise and glory of Jesus Christ.

Continued on page 2
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In the last 30 years, pastoral care has moved away from the model of care by just a priest to one
which is a shared communal responsibility of church members. It is a way of sharing the load as
we support each other and those who need our
responsibilities of pastoral care but, with others involved, it can assist them and alert them to see
people when required. In making this a communal responsibility, we all deepen our awareness of

the divine presence in the world and in our lives. It is also a way of helping people become closer

to God, in looking after their souls and helping them become the person God wants them to be.

If you are interested in becoming a pastoral assistant, please do not hesitate to speak to me or Fr
Peter Chilver. We have a number of pastoral assistants in our congregations in the Riverland, who
are licenced to do this and in taking communion to those unable to attend church. However, we
are looking for more to be involved. As part of being a pastoral assistant, there will be some safe
ministry training required and you will need to be licensed as well.

Of course, if you wish to be visited or know of someone who is in need of pastoral care, in hospital
or at home, please contact me or Fr Peter Chilver.

With every blessing, Fr Paul

Fr Peter Chilver in the Riverland

| am delighted to have the opportunity to assist Fr Paul with ministry in the Riverland. Originally
coming from country Victoria | find it a |little
hospitalitydéd, often an attribute that can be t a

| am married to Deacon Mary and we have recently returned from ministry in the Philippines.
Metro Manila is quite different, with its population :
approaching that of Australia. However Godoés
much the same needs no matter where we find ourselves;
there is a deep spiritual yearning longing to be connected
with something bigger than ourselves. As Christians we
know this as the Body of Christ.

I like fishing, food and fixing things. The challenge of fixing
something that is broken makes theological sense to me
and | think helps to balance my life, as in ministry it is often
hard to see results. Nonetheless my faith in seeking to [
di scern Godods will a n d -clianging ©
world comes with a wonderful and fulfilling promise.

With and in prayer, Fr Peter Chilver

Anglican Riverland Grapevine September 2019


http://www.riverlandanglicans.org.au/

A NEW BISHOP FOR THE MURRAY

The Right Reverend Keith Dalby is now the fifth Bishop of The Murray. He has come to us from the
position of Rect or o f , Gdtdon,Jdirothen@ogese of Sydney. He has however served
previously in Adelaide, including part of his theological training at St Barnabas Theological
College. Prior to ordination Keith spent 12 years as a submariner in the Royal Australian Navy. He
is married to Alice and they have five children. Alice will continue to reside in Sydney until their
youngest child completes the NSW Higher School Certificate. She will then join Keith in Murray
Bridge in mid to late November.

A congregation of approximately 500, including around 15 Riverland folk, participated in the grand
consecration service at St Peterodos Cathedral

On the following day a much
smaller group, restricted by the
venue size, saw the new Bishop
enthroned in the St John the
Baptist Cathedral at Murray
Bridge. A luncheon followed at
Tyndale Christian School, with
extra speeches.

Bishop Keith aims to visit major
areas of the Diocese between
now and December. He will be
in the Riverland from 2-7
October. Please note in your
diary a single Riverland service
on Sunday 6 October, 10.00
am at Berri. (Bring a shared
lunch.)
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CENTRAL AREA T BERRI, BARMERA, MONASH

StOswal do s, Monash

Winter months are usually quiet for us and this year has been no exception as we try to get away
towarmer6pastur es 6

Father Bob Hupfield was our preacher for most of our services during these winter months. His
last service with us was in June and since then Father Peter Chilver is his replacement.

May was Mammoth Monash Market with its usual success. Proceeds totalled nearly $1000.00.
Our Central Area all work together for this day. As we did not have a market stall in June we are
currently holding a cake less stall.

The yearly electrical and white ant inspections have been done.

St Oswal dbés Bwltwae meh lon 18 éwsgust at 9am. Father Paul was assisted by
Father Peter who gave us an informative sermon on St Oswald. A big thanks must go to Gaye and

Ron Lieven for all they did to make this day such a success. Due to the cold wet morning the
sausage sizzle was transferred tothe St oeckel 6s home where Gr aeme
warm us up while we enjoyed Rondés magnificent b
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Mrs Effie Carylon

This week Joy was shown the Barmera grave of our benefactor. It brought back memories of this
lady who reached 100 years. She woul dmiolviad ker hame on Wright Road to St
Oswalds for the 3 pm Sunday Service. Her cats would follow her and wait at the end of her block
until she returned to walk home. She was the widow of an original World War One settler.

Wardens Gordon Sharp and Joy Stoeckel
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St E d muBadh&rs

A working bee that was recently held at St Edmund® was very successful with 15 people
attending.

Drip line was installed to the bottle brushes, more drip tube was installed in the garden. The yard
was given a tidy up, path swept and weeds removed. The excess leaf litter was removed from
under the pepper tree.

A delicious morning tea was served. It was a great opportunity for fellowship and a few laughs.
Jenny Siviour

Riverland Domestic Violence Service at Berri

Thank you to everyone who donated pyjamas to the Riverland Domestic Violence Service at Berri.
To quote:
Dear Pastoral District of the Riverland
Truly appreciate your continued support of the warm winter pyjamas we were so desperate for.
Our coffers are now topped up. Kind Regards from RDVS.

This service supports women and children to reclaim and maintain their fundamental human right
to safety.

The service provides short-term accommodation, confidential and professional counselling and
information and referrals for options in housing, medical, legal, income and advocacy. They also
provide outreach support for women who do not require accommodation but are still experiencing
domestic violence. Their staff provide individual case management in a culturally sensitive way
that i s respectful of peopleds needs.

The Riverland Domestic Violence Service also provides an important role in the community,

educating people about domestic violence and
Jenny Siviour

~ 1 On average, one woman a week is murdered by her current or former partner. N
29 1in 4 women have experienced emotional abuse by a current or former partner since -
the age of 15. .
1 in 5 women have experienced sexual violence since the age of 15.

85% of Australian women have been sexually harassed.

Almost 40% of women continued to experience violence from their partner while
temporarily separated.

-9 1in 6 women have experienced stalking since the age of 15.
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www.whiteribbon.org.au /

White Ribbon Day, Australi ads national day meobs rai
against women, and how to prevent it in our community, will be on Friday 22 November. ~
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ST JAMESQ WAIKERIE

On 9 June our parishioners attended and contributed to an ecumenical Pentecost Service held
at the Lutheran Primary School with over 100 Waikerie residents.

Fr Bob and Gerri were treated to a houseboat trip on 14 June with the Ministry Group. At Fr
Bob6s |l ast service in Waikerie we pr es edriederdit hi
and wine.

Since the second week of July we are fortunate to have Fr Peter Chilver take the position of
assistant priest and live part-time in the Waikerie Rectory with his wife Mary. Fr Peter introduced
himself to us on Sunday 14 July by preaching the sermon.

St J a me svds cdlebrgted on 28 July with Fr Paul taking the service, Fr Peter preaching and
Dr David Rosenthal as the guest guitarist. The service was on the big screen thanks to Dean
Grosse and Renee Thompson which had not been used for some time. This was followed by a
homestyle roast luncheon cooked by Malcolm Taylor and sweets provided by the ladies in the
Ministry Group.
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We had been conducting a fundraising raffle, with the prizes all donated by our parishioners, prior
to St James6Day and the winning tickets were drawn by Fr Peter after the lunch. Proceeds from
the raffle together with the profit from the lunch raised $604.00.

June Taylor

St Peterds, Morgan

St Pet e wdsselelraeg on 30 June and it was the last service with Fr Bob in the Riverland.
There was a good attendance from Waikerie, Barmera and Monash. Joy Stoeckel presented Fr
Bob and Gerri with a farewell giftf r om St Oswal ddés parishioners

We were also fortunate
to meet Scott Hawley
and Sue Perret who
have hired the Morgan
Hall four days a week
to run a craft centre.

060Somet hing Differentod 1is
now well established,

with a wide range of

different craft items for

sale. It is attracting a

good passing trade,

being opposite the

bakery. The church is

also open for prayer

and meditation.

The next service at Morgan will be 29 September at 11.00 am. June Taylor
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